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MY FAIR LADY LONDON LANDMARKS  
The opening of Alan Jay Lerner and 

Frederick Loewe’s My Fair Lady at the 
Theatre Royal Drury Lane on 30 April, 
1958, was one of the biggest nights in 
West End history.  

The show starred Rex Harrison as 
Professor Higgins, Julie Andrews as  
Eliza Doolittle and Stanley Holloway as 
Alfred Doolittle, with costumes by Cecil 
Beaton. The BBC said that at the time, 
black-market tickets were selling for as 
much as £5 – almost five times their 
original price! The show ran for 2,281 
performances becoming the longest 
running musical ever at the theatre, 
eventually closing on 19 October, 1963. 

This summer, The Lincoln Center 
Theater’s critically acclaimed, multi-
award-winning production of My Fair 
Lady comes to the London Coliseum. 

My Fair Lady tells the story of Eliza 
Doolittle, a young Cockney flower seller, 
and Henry Higgins, a linguistics  
professor who is determined to transform 
her into his idea of a ‘proper lady’. But, 
who is really being transformed? 
 

THIS IS LONDON has found some fun 
facts about the London locations of My Fair 
Lady, some of which you may not know. 

Much of the action takes place inside 
Henry Higgins’ townhouse at 27A Wimpole 
Street, a short walk from Oxford Street 
Station. In fact, there is no 27A Wimpole 
Street, but there is a real 27 Wimpole Street 
in Marylebone. That townhouse inspired 
the one in Pygmalion, the 1913 George 

Bernard Shaw play on which My Fair Lady 
was based. A linguistics professor named 
Horace Wilson lived in the 8,500 sqft 
Georgian townhouse, which was last sold 
in 2016 for £14.95 million. 

Perhaps the most famous scene in 
both Pygmalion and My Fair Lady is Eliza 
Doolittle’s first meeting with Henry 
Higgins outside St Paul’s Church in 
Covent Garden, where she is selling 
flowers. Not to be confused with  
St Paul’s Cathedral, the Church has been 
at the heart of Covent Garden for more 
than 300 years. It is now affectionately 
known as The Actors’ Church and each 
summer stages a number of al fresco 
plays and concerts. 

Henry Higgins sings the famous song 
‘Why Can’t the English?’ in Soho Square, 
he can be heard singing ‘Hear them down 
in Soho Square, Dropping ‘h’s’ 
everywhere, speaking English anyway they 
like....’. There is a small cottage in the 
middle of the square which is listed, but 
despite its rustic half-timbered style, it is 
in fact a disguised electricity sub-station 
which was only built in 1925. 

Directed by Bartlett Sher, this sublime 
production of My Fair Lady will feature the 
English National Opera orchestra playing 
Frederick Loewe’s ravishing score and a 
book and lyrics by Alan Jay Lerner. This 
Summer season at the London Coliseum 
is a truly loverly way to celebrate London’s 
theatre scene back in bloom! 

The show will run until 27 August.  
Box Office on 020 7836 0111 or visit 
www.myfairladymusical.co.uk 

ARTIST TAKES UP RESIDENCY ON 
TOWER BRIDGE’S WALKWAYS 

Offering an iconic view of London 
from the Walkways situated a staggering 
42 metres above the river Thames – it is 
no wonder that Tower Bridge has 
remained an inspiration to artists across 
the years. 

Launched to celebrate London and as a 
tribute to the resilience and vibrancy of 
this extraordinary city, Tower Bridge has 
commissioned artist Melissa Scott-Miller 
(pictured) to immortalise this 
extraordinary cityscape. A Bridge with A 
View sees Melissa take up residence on 
the Walkways this summer, allowing 
visitors to the attraction a glimpse into the 
progress of her painting and a chance to 
experience the famous panoramic view 
through the eyes of an artist. 

A specialist in urban landscapes, 
award winning artist Melissa is inspired 
by the city where she has lived and 
worked all her life. Fascinated by the 
light, pattern and texture found on the 
bricks and slates of London’s distinctive 
mix of architecture, Melissa strives to 
capture  the emotional attachment she 
feels to the capital’s streets – working to 
showcase the city with an honest and 
unfiltered approach. 

The final artwork will be auctioned in 
September 2022 to help raise funds for a 
charity supported by the historic City 
Bridge Trust. 
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Stephen K Amos as Alfred P Doolittle with the West End Company of My Fair Lady.  
                  Photo: Marc Brenner


