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FESTIVE FAVOURITES AT THE 
ROYAL ALBERT HALL 

One of Britain’s best-loved Christmas 
experiences returns to the Royal Albert 
Hall for the first time in three years, as 
Birmingham Royal Ballet brings The 
Nutcracker to London for just seven 
performances. 

This acclaimed version of the 
quintessential festive ballet immerses 
audiences in a vivid and magical winter 
wonderland, with beautiful period 
design, world-class dancers and 
dazzling projections from the Tony 
Award-winning 59 Productions.  

At the production’s core is the classic 
story of young Clara, who embarks on a 
fantastical adventure to the magical 
Kingdom of the Sweets. Her quest is 
accompanied by Tchaikovsky’s ravishing 
score, performed by the Royal Ballet 
Sinfonia. 

The Nutcracker runs for seven 
performances from Tuesday 28 to Friday 
31 December, with tickets available at or 
by telephone on 020 7589 8212. 

As the home of Christmas in London, 
the sing-along carol concerts at the 
Royal Albert Hall have become a festive 
favourite, selling out every year. From 
traditional carols such as ‘12 Days of 
Christmas’ and ‘Silent Night’ to modern 
wintertime arrangements ‘Winter 
Wonderland’ and ‘Santa Claus Is 
Coming To Town’, this event is set to 
ignite the Christmas spirit. This year 
presenter Greg Beardsell, soloist 

Vanessa Haynes, the Royal Philharmonic 
Orchestra, Royal Choral Society, 
National Youth Choirs of Great Britain 
and British Imperial Military Band will 
all grace the stage, from 17 to 24 
December, with performances through 
the day. 

The celebrated Royal Choral Society 
was formed as part of the Royal Albert 
Hall’s official opening, and the  
150-strong choir has sung there every 
Christmas since 1872. The Hall 
welcomes the choir back to its spiritual 
home in 2022 with a festive programme 
packed full of carols old and new on 
Monday 12 December. Special guests 
include Fanfare Trumpeters of the British 
Imperial Military Band and soprano 
Mary Bevan. 

After a sold-out concert in 2021, the 
London Community Gospel Choir 
returns for the 2022 Christmas season 
with a festive show on Tuesday 
20 December, featuring gospel classics 
to celebrate the group’s 40th anniversary, 
with musical accompaniment from a live 
orchestra and the London Community 
Gospel Choir band. 

Since first taking to the Royal Albert 
Hall’s stage in 2004, mezzo-soprano 
singer Katherine Jenkins OBE has 
released 13 best-selling albums and 
been awarded two Classical Brit Awards. 
Jenkins will perform seasonal favourites 
alongside friends and special guests on 
Thursday 8 December (19.30). 

Add to these seasonal highlights, the 
annual traditional of Guy Barker’s Big 
Band Christmas (Friday 9 December); 
Home Alone in Concert on Saturday  
10 December, with John Williams’ score 
performed live to picture; the ever 
popular ‘My Christmas Orchestra 
Adventure’ introduction to classical 
music for children (11 December); 
Rick Astley’s Swinging Christmas 
(15 December); and urban music 
pioneer, Trevor Nelson, curating a live 
soul show, with help from the BBC 
Concert Orchestra, on 19 December. 

Having featured in the Hall’s 
programme a total of 568 times since 
1872, Handel’s Messiah is a true Royal 
Albert Hall tradition. Soloists for 2022 
include soprano Ella Taylor, mezzo 
Angharad Lyddon, tenor Zwakele 
Tshabalala and bass William Thomas. 
Performances will take place at 14.00 
and 19.00 on Wednesday 14 December. 

And, right through the month, until 
Tuesday 20 December, Father Christmas 
and his Head Elf return to his secret 
London headquarters at the Royal Albert 
Hall, as one of its porches is 
transformed into an enchanting North 
Pole street. This storytime session 
features Chris Naylor-Ballesteros’ book 
Tiny Reindeer and ends with each child 
receiving a gift. 

Tickets for all Christmas events are 
available on 020 7589 8212.


